Sunday, October 11, 2026

Gamaliel Misses Out

Acts 5:33-42

1. The Deceptiveness of Fatalism

2. The Counter-Cultural Nature of Joy

3. The Foundation of Joy

Bill Smith Discussion Questions:

1. Afatalistic attitude toward life (i.e. "what will be, will be")
masquerades as faith in God's sovereignty, but it leads to
sitting back and being inactive.

a. Have you ever found fatalism attractive at various
times in your life?

b. Can you trace a pattern or theme of when you don't
make decisions in certain areas because that
seems too hard to do?

c. If so, what hasthat looked like over the years?

2. Inwhat ways has God called on you to suffer
persecution—even if only verbally—for loving Christ?
a. Canyou share one of those thimes?
b. What's it like to realize that that experience gives
you an identity that's related to the prophets
(Matthew 5:11-12)?

3. How have you grown in understanding Christ's love for
you?
a. What have you done to encourage that growth?
b. How have you experienced his love?
c. How hasthat experience changed the level and
kind of love that you have for him?



